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October 10, 1982 
Jesus announced the conning 
of the kingdom and those 
who heard him were 
instructed to get ready 
for its arrival by putting 
their lives in order. 
Jesus announced the coming of the 
kingdom and those who heard him were 
instructed to get ready for its arrival by 
putting their lives in order. "Repent," 
they were told, "and believe in the 
gospel." 
Repent. One of the most familiar 
words in the Christian vocabulary. And 
one of the most upsetting, distasteful 
and difficult orders Jesus ever gave. To 
repent is to revolutionize one's exis-
tence. It means that we think differently, 
have different motivations for what we 
do, cherish different objectives in life 
and look to an entirely new set of ideals. 
The conventional outlook on life is 
turned completely around when one 
repents. Values emerge in human con-
sciousness in terms of their kingdom-
appropriateness. Whatever God has 
marked for eternal duration (as part of 
the everlasting kingdom) is worthy of 
attention, concern and appropriation. 
All inferior, merely temporal goods re-
ceive only secondary rank in the priority 
of values. We live by and for the values 
of God's gracious commonwealth. As 
Paul put it, "Whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ" 
(Phil. 3:7, RSV). And indeed, repent-
ance exacted from Paul what God ex-
pects of us all—the surrender of ego-
centered existence in order that Christ 
may occupy first place in our hearts. 
Repentance is the 
operative word 
for the church 
of our time. A 
revolution in our 
thinking is 
urgently needed. 
Such radical repentance, which in 
turn leads to radical discipleship, is no 
light and easy matter. Jesus did not call 
us to simply add to our ordinary mode 
of living a few of his principles. As C. S. 
Lewis somewhere says, Christ did not 
come to repair the house of our life, 
install new plumbing and lighting, and 
paint the exterior. On the contrary, he 
bulldozes down the old structure and 
builds a new one in its place. "Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
tion; the old has passed away, behold, 
the new has come" (II Cor. 5:17, RSV). 
For the Christ ian, everything has 
changed. 
For one thing, we begin to live for the 
future. God's kingdom comes to us from 
the future; God himself occupies the 
future and calls us to share it with him. 
The great Roman Catholic paleontolo-
gist Teilhard de Chardin used to say, "I 
am a pilgrim of the future" (quoted in 
Isaac C. Rottenberg, The Promise and 
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the Presence, Eerdmans, 1980, p. 2). We 
live by God's promise of things which 
eye hath not yet seen and which ear hath 
not heard but which we devoutly believe. 
Isaiah's vision of a warless society for 
example, characterized as it was by 
peaceful qualities in both man and 
beast, is yet to be realized (Isaiah 11:1-
9). And yet, we live in the hope that this 
magnificent vision will one day be a real-
ity. God's kingdom is a kingdom of 
peace. We who are members of that 
kingdom live in this present strife-torn 
world as ambassadors of peace, offering 
a ministry of reconciliation in the name 
of our prince. 
Thus, repentance means, for me, at 
least, repudiating the conventional wis-
dom of fighting fire with fire. Surely one 
of the oldest and most well-worn strate-
gies is that we must return evil for evil. 
Retaliation has been national policy in 
every country on earth strong enough to 
get away with it since civilization began. 
It has never brought security from men-
acing enemies. On the contrary, it simply 
escalates hostility and moves prepara-
tion for further killings up another 
notch in intensity and sophistication of 
weaponry. That cycle has to be broken if 
there is ever to be peace on earth. And it 
will only be broken by those who believe 
that it is better to overcome the enemy 
with grace than with guns. 
I know this sounds terribly naive and 
unrealistic. So does the gospel of the 
kingdom. Jesus knew that even the reli-
gious leaders in his society would have 
trouble seeing the truth of his words. 
They knew that one saves his life by 
saving it, not by losing it. They knew 
that only a coward or a fool refuses to 
defend himself. "An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth." Who can make sense 
of the advice, "Resist not him that is 
evil"? So, for his witness to the non-
worldly character of the kingdom, Jesus 
was crucified. 
Suffering, too, is the inescapable price 
that must be be paid for taking seriously 
Jesus' message of the kingdom. From 
his experience we learn that such suffer-
ing is inflicted not by the secular powers, 
but primarily by the good religious peo-
ple in the community. Opposition to 
radical discipleship is raised most vigor-
ously by those who practice an inoffen-
sive form of discipleship. 
For me, repentance also means the 
repudiation of privatism in my disciple-
ship of Jesus. Evangelicalism has seen 
next page, please 
October 10, 1982 
evangelical 
VISITOR 






The Revolution in Repentance Fred P. Thompson 
The Disciplined Life: An Impossible Dream? 
Emily Chase 
Educational effort addresses violence in 
Central America Joy Hofer 
The Brethren in Christ and other ethnic groups 
Arlene B. Miller 
New congregation is born Carl B. Lewis 
13 Today's youth—tomorrow's leaders Sandi Fretz 
8 * 
DEPARTMENTS 
6 Messiah College News 
10 Church News 
14 Readers Respond 
15 Editorial: "With paint 
scraper in hand . . ." 
16 The Contemporary Scene 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745-0486) is the official publication of the Brethren in Christ 
Church published semi-monthly except monthly in September by Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm 
Street (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Member of Evangelical Press Association and 
Meetinghouse, a Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Editors' Group. 
Editor: G l e n A . Pierce ; Missions Page Editor: Alice D o u r t e ; Christian Education Page Editor: 
Harriet Bicksler. 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: Dwight E. Bert, Louis O. Cober, James W. Esh, Lester 
C. Fretz, Emerson Frey, Paul E. Witter, John Yeatts. 
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions should be address-
ed to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes of 
address should include both the old and new addresses. 
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year—$7.00; 2 years—$13.50;3 years—$20.00; 5 years—$32.50. New 
and Gift: $6.00 a year. Lifetime: $125.00. 
Canadian Subscriptions (in Canadian funds): 1 year—$8.00; 2 years—$15.00; 3 years— 
$22.00; 5 years—$36.00. New and Gift: $7.00. Lifetime: $140.00. 
Overseas airmail rates available upon request. 
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A. 
3 
The Revolution 
in Repentance . . . 
entirely too much of this phenomenon 
both in the evangelistic facet of its life 
and in the piety it advocates. Salvation 
has been characterized in terms of a ver-
tical relationship between the sinner and 
the savior. And certainly, the crucial 
transaction of forgiveness and redemp-
tion takes place in a one-to-one situa-
tion. But almost entirely left out, or at 
least seriously neglected, is the commu-
nal character of God's offer and sum-
mons to men. God is concerned with his 
family, not with a myriad of uncon-
nected individuals. His call to Abraham 
included the promise to make from him 
a great nation. Moses has significance in 
the divine plan because he is the leader 
of the tribes of Israel. In the kingdom of 
God which Jesus announced, the first 
enterprise established was the church— 
the company of those who confessed 
Jesus as Lord. 
God always relates himself to human 
beings personally. Personal relationships 
typify the dynamics of the kingdom. But 
these relationships are not private nor 
individualistic in character. We are mem-
bers of one another in the body of Christ 
and in the kingdom of our Lord. In the 
light of this truth, I am not permitted to 
concentrate on my own needs and de-
sires, not even on my own spiritual 
development. Repentance leads me to 
put the needs of others ahead of my 
own. I am even given the astonishing 
direction, ". . . in humility count others 
better than yourselves" (Phil. 2:3, RS V). 
I am taken aback by this heroic coun-
sel of unselfishness. But if I have the 
mind of Christ, will not such selflessness 
become perfectly normal? Jesus walked 
through the days of his life thinking con-
stantly of others and ministering to 
them with little thought for himself. This 
mentality makes possible the remarka-
ble devotion of Christian persons to one 
another. The life they share is a common 
life in the body of Christ, made one by 
the Spirit. There is nothing privatistic 
about it. 
Finally, repentance in view of the 
coming kingdom means a self-forgetful-
ness which will permit me to engage in 
the mission of world evangelization. 
What could possibly be more impor-
tant? How can I spend my time, wealth 
and energy any more significantly than 
to bring the good news of the kingdom 
to the poor, oppressed, imprisoned, 
misled and prodigal children of this 
present evil age? Surely the vocation of 
every disciple of Jesus is to make his 
salvation known to all who are ignorant 
of it. 
To all? Imposs ib le . There are 
900,000,000 Muslims alone. Buddhists 
number a half-billion or so. And how 
many are there in China and Russia who 
have been deprived of any faith at all 
except the secular vision of Karl Marx? 
Perhaps another billion. In all, there 
appear to be close to 3 billion people in 
the world today for whom Christ died, 
but who know almost nothing about 
As C. S. Lewis somewhere says, 
Christ did not come to repair 
the house of our life, install 
new plumbing and lighting, and 
paint the exterior. On trie contrary, 
he bulldozes down the old structure 
and builds a new one in its place. 
him. To get within speaking distance of 
all of these is a herculean prospect. But it 
must be done—and can be. 
Both personnel and material resour-
ces are available in sufficient scope to 
reach everyone on earth with the gospel. 
All that is lacking is repentance. Meta-
noia. And the mind of Christ; instead 
the mind of the flesh which builds bigger 
barns (churches), spends more money in 
increased staff and program for the local 
congregation, looks not to the interests 
of others but to its own, and stifles the 
Spirit who incites to missionary en-
deavor. 
The edifice complex of the American 
church, which seems to have generic 
relationship to clerical egos, has decid-
edly not advanced the mission of the 
church around the world. Doubtless we 
need buildings to house church activities 
(although the early church got along 
without them for a couple of centuries). 
But it is more than doubtful that we 
need such elaborate and costly buildings 
that use up most of our church funds in 
their construction and maintenance. 
What is worse, preachers have con-
vinced us that we are helping the cause 
of the kingdom by giving our money to 
the building fund. We have been led to 
view the church and its property as ends 
rather than means. Appeals are made to 
"serve the church," surely a strange kind 
of occupation. 
Christ calls us to ministry, to service, 
in the world where people are hurting 
and dying. The church is a service 
agency existing to do the work of God in 
the world. Our service isn't finished 
when we have attended Sunday wor-
ship. Worship is not service but fuel, 
propellant for service. Christians come 
together to pray and praise, and to be 
instructed concerning their ministry in 
the world. Only in this way is the king-
dom extended. 
Repentance is therefore the operative 
word for the church of our time. A revo-
lution in our thinking is urgently needed. 
Repentance is the only route through 
which kingdom values may replace our 
secular treasures. None but the repent-
ant can truly pray, "Thy kingdom 
come." • 
Fred P. Thompson Jr. is president of 
Emmanuel School of Religion in Johnson 
City, Tenn. He is a member of the NAE 
Board of Directors and the author ofBiblical 
Prophets and the Holy Spirit. Reprinted by 
permission of United Evangelical Action, 
the official publication of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals (Spring 1982). 
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THE DISCIPLINED LIFE: 
An Impossible Dream? 
by Emily Chase 
The word "discipline" calls up ideas of 
schedules and punctuality from our pro-
testing minds. We think of New Year's 
resolutions we failed to keep, of eating 
habits that are as lax as our tummy 
muscles, and of hours lost sitting in front 
of a television set. Every person faces the 
problem. Everyone has some area of his 
life which is not under control. What is 
discipline and how can we incorporate it 
into our lives? 
The Christian who has a disciplined 
life is a person who is obeying God in 
every aspect of his life. He is obeying the 
whole Word with his whole life. Disci-
pline does not apply merely to the "spir-
itual" aspects of our lives: confession, 
prayer, Bible study and evangelism. 
Christ is concerned that we be disci-
plined in our financial (Luke 14:28, II 
Cor. 9:7), physical (I Cor. 6:13, 19), 
mental (Phil. 4:8) and social (I Cor. 8:9) 
lives as well. Discipline in my eating 
habits is excellent, but unless it is com-
bined with discipline in other areas of 
my life, such as areas of rest and exer-
cise, I will still not be the healthy indi-
vidual of my goals. 
This type of discipline that pervades 
every aspect of our lives is an "Impossi-
ble Dream" except that we have the help 
of the Holy Spirit. The first step towards 
a disciplined life is to acknowledge a 
need for Christ and his Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit enters our lives as that uni-
que Helper and Guide to discipline. He 
points out those areas of our lives that 
must still be brought under his control. 
Satan loves to discourage us with vague 
accusations about our lack of obedience 
to Christ. The Holy Spirit is specific. By 
naming the areas of our lives where we 
need help, we have a positive direction 
in which to move. 
Setting Goals 
No one wants to fail, yet often the 
reason we fail lies in the type of goals we 
set for ourselves. The following steps 
may help us work with the Holy Spirit in 
becoming more disciplined followers of 
Christ . . . . During Lent this spring, the Grantham (Pa.) congregation designated "40 Days for 
1. Keep your priorit ies straight. God Spiritual Growth," outlined in the page above. In response to one of the suggestions 
first, then family, church and work . made for personal discipline and growth during the forty days, Emily Chase wrote the 
next page please accompanying article. 
40 Days for Spiritual Growth 
KfjBa 
Today we introd ^ ° P ' n , u a ' G r o w t h 
: i r ' s r s r 
m^mm 
SSsSpSSSggnSS-1 0 get the most out nftl-ln the wilderness espec'ally Jesus' 
P'ate o S S ^ ^ T / i p b e , ^ ' " ! ' " ^ e ft y°., 
d 0 ^is w i t h a partner or °hurch ° ' « c e 7 o u Z P ' a C e U in ^ offer-
accountability ^ ° r ,f1 V°ur s m a „ group t oenco^ge ' " ^ 
Y°Robeart b ! 9 n d d e a c ° n s , 
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Disciplined Life: 
Impossible Dream 
from page 5 
2. Set goals that relate to what God is 
speaking to you about. You may feel 
dieting is an important goal, but God's 
priority may be your gossiping tongue! 
(James 3:2) 
3. Limit your goals. The temptation 
is to work on everything at once and 
accomplish nothing. Set just a few goals 
at a time. Even these might be related in 
direction. For example, when I wanted 
to control my temper, I associated that 
goal with one for memorizing scripture. 
If my mind was filled with his Word, 
there was no room for anger. 
4. Have measurable goals. If you say, 
"I will study the Bible more," how will 
you know if you have met your goal? Set 
a specific task: "I will study the book of 
Isaiah this month" or "I will memorize a 
Psalm this week." When that goal is 
met, you are encouraged and can set a 
new goal. 
5. Set realistic goals. Calculate the 
cost (Luke 14:28). Evaluate your former 
experiences realistically. If in the past 
you have not been able to memorize one 
chapter of scripture, a goal of commit-
ting all of Romans to memory has little 
MESSIAH 
COLLEGE NEWS 
Largest Enrollment Ever 
More than 1500 students have enroll-
ed at Messiah College this fall, an 
increase of three and a half percent over 
the registration a year ago. The most 
marked increase is in full-time students 
(1454), up six percent from last fall's 
1371. 
Enrolled were 425 freshmen along 
with 85 transfers, selected from over 
1200 applicants. 
Of the new students, 51 percent are 
from Pennsylvania, 17 percent from 
New Jersey, eight percent from New 
York, six percent from New England, 
and three percent from Virginia. 
This represents a definite shift in the 
geographic distribution of the Messiah 
College student body. Five years ago 
over two-thirds of the students came 
from Pennsylvania. Now almost half of 
the freshmen are from states other than 
Pennsylvania. 
likelihood of being achieved. However, 
if in the past, you have been successful in 
fasting over a single meal, a goal of fast-
ing for an entire day might be a reasona-
ble expectation. 
Attaining Goals 
It is all very well to set goals, but 
unless we follow through with action, 
we are not better off than before. The 
next ideas may aid in reaching the goal 
of a disciplined life. 
1. Keep your goals in focus. Again, 
working on only a few goals will help 
make this possible. 
2. Become informed. Peter tells us 
that faith is the starting point, godly 
goals (moral excellence) follow, and 
then comes knowledge. Knowledge is 
followed by self-control (II Pet. 1:5). If 
your goal is losing weight, knowledge of 
what problems overweight can create 
for your body may help your self-
control. If your goal is studying scrip-
ture, learn how to use a concordance, 
Bible dictionary and commentary. 
3. Arrange your schedule to make 
goals possible. If you want to have a 
family night, you will have to say "no" to 
parties and meetings on that night. 
(Your example will make it easier for 
your children to set a similar priority.) 
4. Ask the "prior question." I Cor. 
10:13 tells that there is always a way of 
escape. If you can't avoid a sin in your 
The largest enrollments are in the fol-
lowing departments: Education; Lan-
guage, Literature, and Fine Arts; Man-
agement and Business; Mathematical 
Sciences; and Nursing. 
Opening Convocation 
Dr. H. David Brandt, College Dean, 
addressed the student body and faculty 
gathered for the opening Convocation 
in the Eisenhower Campus Center on 
the topic, "The Intellect and the Real 
World." 
Brandt stressed the importance of 
developing the mind in order to success-
fully cope with the "real world." He said 
that Messiah's "Philosophy Statement" 
listed goals for development in spiritual, 
intellectual, career, and personal areas. 
He quoted the intellectual development 
goal: 
"Intellectual development begins with 
recognition of the importance and 
worth of mental activity. Intellectual 
growth is marked by an appreciation of 
clear and creative thinking and a capac-
ity for theoretical thought. 
life, can you "head it off at the pass"? If 
you can't stop eating potato chips at 
home, can you resist buying them at the 
store? If you can't avoid lustful thoughts, 
can you avoid walking past the maga-
zine counters where they sell Playboy? 
On a positive side, if you want to 
develop a new habit, can you associate it 
with another already developed habit? If 
your desire is to have a regular devo-
tional time, can you associate it with 
some other part of your daily routine? 
My father does not read the morning 
newspaper until he has had a time of 
prayer and Bible Study. By associating 
his quiet time with the newspaper, he 
achieves his goal of regular devotions. 
5. Share your goals with a friend. 
Have them check up on your progress. 
We are responsible to present each other 
perfect before the Lord (Col. 1:28). 
What is the final result of discipline? 
Peter tells us that we will bear fruit. "For 
if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they render you neither use-
less nor unfruitful in the true knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Pet. 1:8, 
NASV). We need never be useless 
dreamers! • 
Emily Chase and her husband Gene (who 
is on sabbatical leave from Messiah College) 
are spending several months in Dallas, 
Texas, as linguists with Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators. They are members of the Grantham 
congregation. 
"Intellectually developed people have 
a broad understanding of ideas in the 
western world, an awareness of the con-
temporary situation, and a deeper, more 
detailed knowledge of one specific area 
of thought. They are capable of making 
relationships between specific catego-
ries. Such people are curious, engage in 
continuing research, and form thought-
ful conclusions." 
Brandt said that the college's "Philo-
sophy Statement" relates knowing, rea-
soning, and understanding, as contrast-
ed to feeling. 
Brandt stressed that new situations 
call for understanding. "At Messiah we 
are looking for intellectual development, 
growth and change; we are not looking 
for perfection." 
According to Brandt, understanding 
demands a great deal of hard study. He 
concluded by saying, "I believe that 
understanding is not only good, but also 
relevant. Intellectual development is es-
sential for problem-solving, the gaining 
of new ideas, and for successful com-
munication." 





"I believe that no single government 
in Central America is capable of sustain-
ing itself against the present assault. 
They've got to have outside support 
because outside support is being fun-
neled to the opposition," says Wallace 
H. Nutting, lieutenant general of the 
U.S. Southern Command in Panama. 
Nutting's statement is typical of the 
Reagan administration view that the 
problem of Central America is an East-
West power struggle or more directly 
stated, the interference of the Soviet 
Union in territory which the United 
States sees as vital to its strategic and 
economic interests. The Reagan admin-
istration warns that all of Central Amer-
ica will be lost to the communist guerril-
las if the United States does not act now 
to counteract the communist influence 
in the region. 
Nicaragua finds itself on the front line 
of U.S. policy to fight the communist 
threat in its "own backyard." No one 
disputes the fact that Nicaragua has 
slowly strengthened relations with the 
Soviet Union and Cuba. Foreign mis-
sions and local churches have reported a 
tightening of government control and 
several, including one Mennonite mis-
sion, have withdrawn some workers. 
Both El Salvador and Guatemala are 
involved in costly civil wars, both in 
terms of human life and economically. 
The United States has been supplying 
military and economic aid to El Salva-
dor to help in its protracted war against 
the rebels. 
Salvadoran grandmother and child, victims of the civil war, make tortillas in camp 
for displaced persons near Guazapa, El Salvador. 
In Guatemala a March coup installed 
evangelical Efrain Rios Montt as presi-
dent. Some of the admitted abuses and 
corruption of the earlier regime have 
been eliminated. However, the civil war 
is still ravaging the countryside. So far 
the United States has not restored mil-
itary or economic aid to Guatemala but 
is seriously considering doing so. 
Even the traditionally peaceful coun-
tries of Costa Rica and Honduras have 
not been immune from the violence that 
wracks Central America. They have 
been deluged with refugees seeking 
safety and there have been reports of 
discoveries of guerrilla "safe houses" 
and random killings in the local papers. 
The plight of refugees and displaced 
persons in the region is desperate. Refu-
gees, some fleeing the guerrillas, some 
fleeing the government forces, and some 
simply needing to get out of a war zone, 
have migrated to Mexico, the United 
States, and Canada, as well as other 
countries in Central America. 
The questions raised by violence in 
Central America are many. What role 
should the United States and Canada 
take? How can we best support our 
Christian brothers and sisters who are 
suffering in Central America? Is there a 
way those governments can peaceably 
change patterns of oppression and work 
toward giving their poor a chance to live 
free from fear and hunger? 
To supplement Mennonite Central 
Committee's relief and development ef-
forts in the region, MCC Executive 
Committee members have recommend-
ed that MCCers do more work in North 
American education concerning Central 
America. The Face of Change in Cen-
tral America, a packet designed for flex-
ible study group use complete with 
maps, a small poster, study questions 
and devotional resources, has been new-
ly revised to meet this need and is now 
available. The packet is free of charge 
and may be obtained by writing MCC, 
21 South 12th Street, Akron, Pa. 17501. 
MCC has also asked Dan and Elaine 
Zehr of Winnipeg, Man., to begin a 
speaking tour on Central American 
concerns beginning in October 1982. 
The Zehrs, who have served with MCC 
in Bolivia, are presently in Central 
America on a familiarization tour and 
pastoral visit with MCCers in the region. 
—Joy C. Hofer, MCC Information 
Services 
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Brcthrci 
cthi 
a ur forefathers were immigrants! 
As one author says it, "The people from 
the six continents who came to the Uni-
ted States came for the same reasons 
that (earlier) hunting and gathering 
people changed their sites: more food, 
less danger, less effort—in short, the 
American Way of Life" (City Scenes, p. 
151). The push which drove them out of 
their Swiss and German communities 
was persecution for their Anabaptist 
beliefs and practice. The pull of religious 
freedom in Penn's Woods drew them, 
along with others from Europe, to build 
new homes and communities. 
A review of the surnames of those 
early "brethren" reveals the distinctive 
German culture from which they came 
and with which they lived for many 
years: Beyer, Engel, Sider, Stern, Win-
ger, etc. As they moved beyond Lancas-
ter and York Counties in Pennsylvania 
and then on to the North and West, 
other ethnic names began to appear. But 
even today, a cursory review of sur-
names of ordained and licensed minis-
ters reveals that our leaders still emerge 
primarily from descendants of that early 
German heritage. 
Names of ministers from international 
Brethren in Christ fellowships—such as 
Bermudez, Dlodlo, Hembrom, Kumalo, 
Mlotshwa, Murmu, Mushala, Ncube, 
Ndlovu, Palacios, Roy, Jara, Logo, 
Perez, Rivas, and Silungwe—are evi-
dence of years of overseas Brethren in 
Christ missions efforts. There are also 
persons in the North American church 
with English names, several names with 
"Mc" prefixes, and several Spanish and 
Italian ones. But the Brethren in Christ 
in North America remain largely a peo-
ple of Swiss-German heritage. 
Contacting other groups 
For much of our history, contact with 
persons of other ethnic backgrounds 
was limited. Dr. Carlton Wittlinger 
noted that references to American 
blacks in early Brethren in Christ 
records were sparse. Because the early 
Brethren in Christ were northern, rural 
people, they only incidently contacted 
black Americans. The Philadelphia Mis-
sion reported the baptism of the first 
known black member in 1907 (Questfor 
Piety and Obedience, p. 533). 
Not until the civil rights struggles of 
the 1960s did the brotherhood as a 
whole show interest in our black fellow-
Americans. Then, Wittlinger noted, "the 
Evangelical Visitor broke out in a rash 
of articles on race" (Quest, p. 534). 
When two black families who attended 
a southcentral Pennsylvania congrega-
tion moved to the New York City area, 
interest was stirred to begin a ministry in 
Brooklyn (Brethren in Christ Missions 
1978 Yearbook, p. 37). 
It was in the 1950s that several black 
families and many children and young 
people began attending the Valley 
Chapel congregation in Canton, Ohio. 
Although blacks and whites in equal 
numbers have worshipped together 
there for nearly thirty years, it was only a 
few years ago that the first black person 
was elected to the congregational church 
board. 
In the mid-1970s the Brethren in 
Christ began to support financially two 
black churches in Philadelphia—Chris-
tian Stronghold and Southside Center. 
(A volunteer was seconded to Christian 
Stronghold for several years.) Now in 
the eighth year of this partnership there 
remains much to be done to build per-
sonal relationships with these congrega-
tions. Pilgrim Chapel, located in Brook-
lyn, is the only totally black Brethren in 
Christ congregation in North America. 
Native Americans were another group 
of which the early "brethren" had little 
awareness. Concern for the people liv-
ing in the "Indian Territory" was express-
ed in the 1880s, but it seems to have 
gotten lost "in committee." Then in 1945 
the Home Mission Board assigned Lynn 
and Eleanor Nicholson to New Mexico 
to develop a ministry to Navajos living 
off the reservation. Another opportun-
ity to serve with Native Americans 
opened in 1969 when the Board for Mis-
sions was given responsibility for Mon-
treal Lake Children's Home in Timber 
Bay, Saskatchewan. 
While both of these brotherhood min-
istries to Native Americans were institu-
tional in nature, efforts were made at the 
Navajo Mission to gather a group of 
believers. The development of Navajo 
leadership is now the focus of ministry 
at that mission. While adults are con-
tacted in the Timber Bay community 
around Montreal Lake Children's 
Home, the purpose has not been to 
develop an adult congregation. 
The reasons why 
To analyze why the Brethren in Christ 
Church in North America has not extend-
ed into minority ethnic groups, we need 
to consider several spiritual and social 
EDITORIAL NOTE: This is the first of four articles providing perspect.ve on 
the ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church in North America. The ser.es 
will explore historical developments, biblical patterns of spreading the 
gospel cross-culturally, current missiological understandings, and a v.s.on 
for future outreach into other cultures in North America. 
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dynamics involved in our development 
as a people. First is the belief of the 
"brethren" in non-conformity to the 
world and the way it was expressed. 
Wittlinger noted that all contact with 
persons outside the group was kept to a 
minimum: ". . . the confinement of 
Brethren activities primarily to religious 
services and agriculture promoted ma-
terial endeavor. Because they avoided 
community gatherings, shunned most 
general reading matter and condemned 
sports and games as worldly, work was 
one of the few activities which they 
could fully approve (Quest, p. 110). 
A related phenomenon was the way 
the "brethren" experienced their life 
together as an extended family. Social 
relationships were developed within the 
group and the titles "brother" and "sis-
ter" by which they addressed each other 
reflected the bonds of love, responsibil-
ity, and, in many instances, blood, which 
held the family together. Love feasts, 
conferences, and the denominational 
schools helped strengthen these bonds. 
Even today, the evidence for the "fam-
ily" nature of the church is found in 
congregations where several surnames 
predominate. 
In these characteristics the Brethren 
in Christ are not unlike similar churches 
among German-speaking persons. For 
example, among the Church of the 
Brethren certain family names predom-
inate. This familial bonding is common 
among other ethnic groups as well. 
Sociologists describe the way Italians in 
New York City have settled in sub-
communities reflecting the villages and 
family groupings of their origin in Italy. 
Andrew Greeley believes that "the 
basic ties of friendship, primarily rela-
tionship, land, faith, common origin 
and consciousness of kind persist much 
as they did in the Ice Age. They are the 
very stuff out of which society is made 
and in their absence the corporate struc-
ture would collapse." (City Scenes, p. 
164). 
A third reality for the Brethren in 
Christ was, and remains predominantly, 
our Northern, rural lifestyle. The great 
industrial cities of North America have 
been populated by immigrants from 
Eastern and Southern Europe and, more 
recently, migrants from the Southern 
United States. Because the "brethren" 
followed agriculture and related pur-
suits, there was little or no occasion for 
their lives to touch those of other ethnic 
heritages. 
In this era of our history as a people, 
we are moving from our early mode of 
separation and our extended family 
identity into a society whose structures 
are molded by urbanization. We have 
largely moved into "middle America" 
which shapes America's value system. 
Thus, our relationship with minority 
ethnic groups is profoundly influenced 
today by our position in the social class 
which largely determines the values and 
structures of American life. 
Thom Hopler believed that the Amer-
ican value system was formed in a 
dynamic relationship with the waves of 
immigrants which came to the United 
States. The impact of each group was 
determined by a combination of at least 
five factors: 
1) the time of their immigration in 
American history; 
2) the number of immigrants who 
came; 
3) the length of the peak period of 
immigration; 
4) the occurrence of highly visible 
events such as riots and unionization 
associated with each group; 
5) the greater the pull toward Amer-
ica, such as promise of quick wealth, 
contrasted with the push from the coun-
try of origin, such as famine or religious 
persecution. 
Combining these five factors, Hopler 
demonstrated that Northern Protestant 
Europe has always dominated immigra-
tion to the United States, primarily by 
the English and Germans. Because of 
this, English and German values had the 
greatest influence in shaping the middle 
American value system. Other immi-
grant groups, finding their own values 
evaluated and often judged negatively 
by this powerful "American Way," have 
been more or less able to blend into the 
"melting pot." 
Hopler evaluated the impact of eight 
immigrant cultures on the American 
value system and ranked them accord-
ing to the extent to which each has been 
assimilated. Those higher on the list are 
most assimilated; those farther down 
the scale will find it a longer and more 
difficult journey to become part of 
"middle America": 
Northern Protestant Europe 
Northern Catholic Europe 
Southern Europe 





"Non-volunteer immigrants" are those 
whose presence in American society was 
not by choice, but by "conquest." These 
groups Hopler identified as Native 
Americans, Afro-Americans and Puerto 
Ricans. Rather than influencing the 
values of middle America, their values 
are judged negatively and assimilation is 
limited (Hopler, pp. 157-175). 
As we Brethren in Christ contemplate 
the extension of the church into ethnic 
groups in North America, it behooves us 
to clearly recognize our position in mid-
dle America. Then we will begin to see 
the need to prepare persons for church 
extension with skills to communicate 
and live cross-culturally. Flexibility and 
creativity will be needed to structure 
these ministries to be culturally appro-
priate. We will then stand better pre-
pared to cooperate with the Holy Spirit 
in cultivating cultural diversity in the 
North American Brethren in Christ 
Church. • 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Junior Sunday School Dept. of the Air Hill 
congregation held a reading contest with 27 young 
people participating. Tonya Myers read the most 
books—a total of 91. For every 10 books read, a 
new book was added to the Children's Library. • 
A missionary conference was held by the Big Val-
ley congregation on Sept. 18 and 19. Guest speak-
ers included Louis Cober, Mike Holland, Don 
Zook, Chuck Mussers and Allen Buckwalters. 
Recently the Montgomery congregation held a 
Galilean service with Bishop Alvin Book as guest 
speaker. Pictured are Bishop Book (left) and Pas-
tor Lome Lichty. • A banquet for Christian edu-
cation workers was held by the Waynesboro con-
gregation on Sunday, Sept. 26. Rev. John Arthur 
Brubaker was the guest speaker. 
Upland Hosting Fall 
MCC Assembly 
The Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church will host one of the eight region-
al MCC Assemblies held this fall through-
out the West Coast. Featured speaker 
Peter J. Dyck will be addressing the 
theme, "Witnessing in Word and Deed." 
Dyck's life has touched every part of 
MCC's history, and he brings a message 
which is both inspirational and educa-
tional. 
Dyck has worked with the Mennonite 
Central Committee for 32 years in many 
settings and capacities. His work began 
with service to refugees in Europe and 
has included the administration of the 
Europe and North Africa MCC pro-
grams. He and his wife Elfrieda have 
Atlantic Conference 
A dedication service was held by the Cross 
Roads congregation for a new church sign. The 
sign was given by Mr. and Mrs. Alan Ace in honor 
of their parents. • The Harrisburg congregation 
reports over 40 persons attended the Grantham 
Home Ministries' camping trip to the shore. The 
pastor, Sam Dalton, led the Sunday morning ser-
vice on forgiveness. 
The Samuel Hollingsworths were installed as 
the pastoral couple of the Souderton congregation 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, by Bishop John Byers. A 
time of fellowship and getting acquainted with the 
pastoral family was held on Sunday evening. • On 
September 11 and 12, the Speedwell Heights con-
gregation observed its 25th anniversary. A picnic 
and program were held on Saturday, the 11th. 
Canadian Conference 
A leaders' seminar was held by the Massey 
Place congregation on Saturday, Sept. 11. The 
theme for the seminar was "Preparing for Dynam-
ic Service." • The "Spirit of Truth," a musical 
group from Clarence Center (Allegheny Confer-
ence) shared in a Sunday evening's service for the 
Wainfleet congregation. 
Central Conference 
An Open House was held on Sunday, Sept. 5, in 
the Christian Union Church for the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Rev. and Mrs. C. R. Nissly. The 
Nisslys are the parents of three children. In 1936, 
Rev. Nissly was ordained to the ministry and 
served pastorates at Dallas Center, la., and Chris-
tian Union. Rev. Nissly also served as a sales 
recently completed their full-time re-
sponsibilities with MCC, but remain on 
call for special assignments. 
In addition to a message by Dyck, the 
MCC Assemblies will offer the oppor-
tunity to hear how MCC witnesses in 
word and deed around the world 
through the audio-visual presentation, 
"The Everlasting Arms." 
Of particular interest to Brethren in 
Christ are the assemblies planned for 
Oregon and California. The Oregon 
meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 31 at Western Mennonite 
High School, Salem. The Bay Area 
Assembly will be on Nov. 5 at the Lin-
coln Glen Mennonite Brethren Church 
in San Jose, at 7:45 p.m. And the South-
ern California Assembly, hosted by the 
Upland Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion, will be at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 14. 
representative for Evangel Press for 12 years; 
served on the Board of Benevolence for 30 years; 
the Board of Administration; Central Conference 
Board of Extension; and Mt. Carmel Orphanage 
Board. Mrs. Nissly teaches piano and organ and 
also conducts Bible coffee classes. 
Regular evening services were begun by the 
Northridge congregation the first Sunday of Sep-
tember, with the film, "John Hus." • Rev. and 
Mrs. Gary Warden were installed as the pastoral 
couple of the Phoneton congregation on Sunday, 
Sept. 12. Bishop David Climenhaga was in charge 
of the service. A farewell service was held for the 
David Buckwalter family in an afternoon service. 
Midwest Conference 
Pete and Miriam Stern shared with the Abilene 
congregation on Monday evening, Sept. 13. A 
covered dish meal was held prior to the meeting. 
The Zion congregation was also invited to attend. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma congregation is offering a new 
class, "Teaching Teachers to Teach," for the 
months of September and October. Associate pas-
tor Gordon Engle is teaching the class. • Steve 
Cobb, a member of the Labish congregation, won 
first place in cake decorating at the Oregon State 
Fair. 
A gospel music concert was given to the Ontario 
congregation on Sunday evening, Sept. 12, by the 
Chapel Brass. An ice cream social followed the 
concert. 
For The Record 
Births 
Buck: Stephen Eugene, Aug. 9; Craig and Col-
leen Buck, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Christophel: Tandi Charlene, Aug. 24; Jay and 
Deborah (Mclntire) Christophel, Hollowell con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hade: Christina Marie, April 17; Orville and 




New congregation is born 
A little over one year ago my family 
and I moved home to Colorado Springs 
to plant a new Brethren in Christ 
Church. It has been a slow process by 
some estimators, but yet by others the 
year has passed with a furious pace. 
There have been two Bible study 
groups, twice-monthly Sunday evening 
services, youth gatherings, and count-
less informal social events. A group of 
leaders has emerged, a treasurer has 
been appointed, and ten charter mem-
bers, seven new Brethren in Christ, have 
been received. On Sunday morning, 
August 15, 1982, New Harvest Church 
held her first morning worship service. 
It was a grand day for all involved 
with the work! The Girl Scout Service 
Center rented by the congregation was a 
perfect place, and the eight foot by six 
foot banner depicting the brotherhood 
logo added an illuminating atmosphere 
to the room. Bishop Don Shafer brought 
the morning message while I sang a spe-
by Carl B. Lewis, Pastor 
cial musical number for the fifty-one 
people gathered there to worship the 
Lord. It was a day that I shall long 
consider a highlight of my still young 
ministry. 
The most important words spoken, 
however, were those of a visitor from 
California on her way to a family reun-
ion in Estes Park, Colorado. "I'm glad I 
could see this baby born," she shared 
while shaking my hand. 
Already the morning had been an 
new harvest 
emotional one for me, but her comment 
seemed to have special importance for 
me. Sarah, my six-month-old daughter, 
gave me great feelings of joy at her birth 
just as her sister Rachel did some four 
years earlier. Now I was having the same 
overwhelming sense of the presence of 
God as when they breathed their first 
breaths of life. As I led our infant con-
gregation in prayer that morning my 
heart and mind were filled with the 
wonderful miracle of birth. Birth not 
only of human life in the physical realm, 
but also the birth of a church seeking to 
minister to the spiritual needs of God's 
own children. 
In twelve rapids months we have seen 
the growth and birth of a new Brethren 
in Christ congregation. A child has been 
born, a family has been formed, and a 
church is flourishing because ministry in 
the name of Jesus has been accomplish-
ed. 
As for me, I am seeing my God-given 
dream of ten years come to pass before 
my eyes. New Harvest Brethren in Christ 
Church is today but a child, however, 
the future is bright with the promises of 
God, " . . . I will build My Church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it." " • 
Hawkins: Nathan Andrew, July 8; Douglas 
and Cheryl Hawkins, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Helfrick: Brenton Eugene, Aug. 19; Dale and 
Carol Helfrick, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Herr: Philip Hans, Sept. 3; Rev. and Mrs. 
Timothy Herr, Pleasant Hill congregation, Oh. 
Mater: Michael Ronald, Aug. 18; Ronald and 
Kathie Mater, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Metz: Carrie Lynn, Aug. 12; Mark and Debbie 
Metz, Ontario congregation, Ca. 
Schaeffer: Carrie Iona, Aug. 25; Frank and 
Debi (Petrosky) Schaeffer, Speedwell Heights 
congregation, Pa. 
Slagenweit: Jonathan Ray, Sept. 2; Mark and 
Bonnie (Miller) Slagenweit, Canoe Creek congre-
gation, Pa. 
Walter: Gregory Durand, Aug. 23; Durand 
and Betty Lou Walter, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Correction: Climenhaga: Vaughn Alan, June 30; 
Rev. Daryl and Lois (Heise) Climenhaga, Speed-
well Heights congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bowman-Eberly: Lynette Rhea, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Eberly, State Line, Pa., and 
Timothy, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Bowman, 
Greencastle, Pa., Aug. 21, in the Antrim Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Benner 
officiating. 
Brubaker-Hartzler: Sheri, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Hartzler, Reedsville, Pa., and Darrel, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Merle Brubaker, Lancaster, 
Pa., June 26, in the Maple Grove Mennonite 
Church with father of the groom and Rev. Jerry 
Weaver officiating. 
Force-Kilmer: Elaine, daughter of Mrs. Doris 
E. Kilmer, Mill Hall, Pa., and George, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence W. Force, Aug. 21, in the 
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John L. Bundy and Rev. Lee Rishel 
officiating. 
Holland-Brubaker: Mary F., daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. J. M. Brubaker, Ickesburg, Pa., and 
Stephen W., son of Dr. and Mrs. Fred Holland, 
Clayton, Oh., and Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Sept. 4, 
in the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
with fathers of the couple officiating. 
Jones-Baer: Karen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth L. Baer, Greencastle, Pa., and Paul, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Jones, Sr., Shippens-
burg, Pa., Aug. 21, in the Hollowell Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Long-Grosh: Lisa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Grosh, Waynesboro, Pa., and Robert, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Richard Long, Walkersville, 
Md., Aug. 14, in the Waynesboro Brethren in 
Christ Church with father of the groom and Rev. 
Lynn Thrush officiating. 
McMillen-Barnhart: Lori Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Barnhart, Chambers-
burg, Pa., and Preston James II, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Preston McMillen, Aug. 7, in the First 
Church of God, Chambersburg, Pa., with Rev. 
Clarence E. Bailey officiating. 
Mullet-Diaz: Celia, daughter of Doris Diaz 
and Ralph Diaz, Orlando, Fl., and Marvin, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Menno Mullet, Shipshewana, In., 
July 24, in the Holden Park Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Gary Eldred officiating. 
Shafler-Moorhead: Melisa, daughter of Allen 
and Bonnie Moorhead, Everett, Pa., and Paul, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Shaffer, Bedford, Pa., 
Aug. 7, in Old Bedford Village, Pa., with Rev. 
Kenneth Mackie officiating. 
Smith-Barber: LuAnn, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dean Barber, and Michael, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Smith, both of Everett, Pa., Aug. 28, in 
the Old Bedford Village Chapel, Bedford, Pa., 
with Rev. Kenneth Mackie officiating. 
Obituaries 
Engle: Mrs. Estella B. Engle, born April 5, 
1893, near Detroit, Ks., died Aug. 2, 1982 in the 
Abilene Memorial Hospital. On June 12,1918, she 
was married to David Engle who survives. Also 
surviving are two sons: Ralph and Lloyd; two 
daughters: Elda Shippey and Angeline Watson; 
eight grandchildren; a brother, Jesse Hoover; and 
a sister, Phoebe Dayhoff. She was preceded in 
death by triplets: Herman, Paul and Verna; and a 
son, Chester. She was a member of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Rev. Henry Landis conducted the 
funeral service. Interment was in the Bethel 
Cemetery. 
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Two Calendars for 1983 
Produced by The Board of Christian Education 
United in Christ 
in Our Fragmented World 
Family Activities/or 1983 
photos by Brethren in Christ photographers 
a new format—spiral binding at top (no middle fold) 
a family-related project each month, plus 
special activities on selected days 
° alternate activities for persons not living 
in a family setting 
° plus listings of brotherhood events, memos, 
Christian education resources, the hymn 
of the month, and more . . . 
Possibilities 
And Promises 
1983 Children's Calendar 
A treasury of things to do throughout 
the year . . . 
° crossword puzzles 
° a treasure hunt 
° amazing mazes 
0 find the hidden objects 
° a rainbow of colors 
° back to school 
For more information, or to place your order, contact: 
FAMILY APPOINTMENT CALENDAR CHILDREN'S CALENDAR 
Evangel Press Board of Christian Education 
P.O. Box 189 P.O. Box 163 
Nappanee, IN 46550 Mount Joy, PA 17552 





by Sandi Fretz 
Exciting things have been happening 
with the Brethren in'Christ youth from 
the Canadian Conference. We are antic-
ipating a bright future if our teens con-
tinue with the excellent responses they 
have been showing. 
Last February, the Youth Committee 
of the Canadian Conference sponsored 
a retreat which was held at the Sherk-
ston (Ont.) Brethren in Christ church. A 
subcommittee, consisting of two mem-
bers of the Youth Committee as well as 
youth leaders, young people and other 
individuals from the host congregation, 
worked on details for the retreat. Detail-
ed planning was done by the subcom-
mittee which reported back to the Youth 
Committee for suggestions, guidance 
and approval. The good attendance and 
overall success of the weekend retreat 
demonstrated the effectiveness of this 
model. 
The teens were actively involved in 
not only the planning of the retreat but 
also in the program itself. Special music 
was led by Pat and Susan Hannigan of 
Fort Erie, and individuals and groups 
from congregations including New Life, 
Houghton, Port Colborne, Sherkston 
and Wainfleet also shared their musical 
talent. These youth were eager to partic-
ipate and they were well-received by 
everyone who enjoyed the excellent 
quality of their music. 
The theme for the weekend was 
"Journey of Faith." It was divided into 
three sections: the New Birth in Christ, 
the Walk of Faith, and the Work of the 
Holy Spirit. We were thrilled to see 
Sandi Fretz chairs the Youth Committee 
of the Canadian Conference. She attends the 
Wainfleet congregation. 
many young people experience the Holy 
Spirit in their lives. There was a real 
unity in the group as many shared how 
the Holy Spirit had worked with them. 
Workshops provided the youth with 
an opportunity to discover how they 
could use their abilities and talents 
within their home congregations. The 
workshops included such areas as music, 
drama, and creative writing. This was an 
exciting and stimulating time as teen-
agers explored their talents in the con-
text of the church. Presentations were 
made by the various groups during the 
evening sessions allowing everyone to 
benefit from the experience. 
Another successful feature was a 
panel discussion involving a Catholic, a 
Jew, and a Brethren in Christ, which 
was led by John Day, associate pastor at 
Sherkston. The Brethren in Christ repre-
sentative on the panel was David Crox-
ford, assistant pastor and youth minister 
at the Wainfleet congregation. Various 
beliefs were explored as well as the ques-
tion, "Where do I fit in?" The retreat 
participants had opportunity to ask 
questions, and their response was evi-
dent that this kind of activity was very 
valuable. 
Over 100 attended the retreat, some 
from as far away as the New Life con-
gregation in Collingwood and including 
25 from the Houghton congregation. 
The master of ceremonies for the week-
end was Mr. Claire Lebold, a teacher at 
Niagara Christian College and youth 
leader of the Sherkston congregation. 
Ronald Lofthouse from Kitchener, serv-
ed as a resource person. 
As the teens returned to their homes, 
many of them were leaving with a new 
determination and vigor to serve the 
Lord and continue with their "Journey 
of Faith." For some from smaller con-
gregations, this was a great opportunity 
to be with a larger group of Brethren in 
Christ from across the conference. Since 
today's youth will be tomorrow's church 
leaders, a conference of this kind is 
extremely valuable for our denomina-
tion. • 




sponsored by the Youth Com-
mittee of the Canadian Con-
ference Board of Christian 
Education 
April 29-May 1,1983 
Guelph Bible Conference 
Grounds, Guelph, Ont. 
Two separate tracks: 
—youth 13 years through 
high school 
—single young adults 
18 years and older 
Christian resource speakers include 
Curtis Byer, Upland, Calif. 
Two errors crept into the Septem-
ber announcement (p. 22) of the 
relocated BCE office in the United 
States. The correct address is: 
Board of Christian Education 
P.O. Box 163 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(717) 653-9321 
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Renewed vision 
I read the article "Let Us Be Going" 
by Devon Bontrager (July 25) literally 
pacing the floor of my office. 
My soul was stirred and troubled for I 
had recently forgotten (through distrac-
tion to secondary issues) that the church 
more than any other institution in the 
world does not exist solely for the sake 
of its membership. It exists to be a light 
to a crying world! Outreach is the name 
of the game! I was reminded again that 
every planning meeting, every teachers 
meeting, every committee must be con-
ducted in an atmosphere saturated with 
a constant preoccupation with reaching 
others. We must get out of the church, 
into the streets and houses around us. 
Our church is in the midst of a sea of 
drowning souls. They are everywhere 
and the job to reach them for Christ 
belongs to the local church. 
C. T. Studd once said, 
Some want to live within the sound 
Of Church or Chapel Bell, 
I want to run a rescue shop 
Within one yard of Hell. 
The often repeated prayer that the 
sinner might have a vision of hell is 
probably entirely wrong. On the con-
trary, he needs a vision of Calvary, with 
a suffering Savior loving him. It's the 
believer who needs the vision of hell. 
Why? William Booth of the Salvation 
Army is quoted as saying that if he could 
do it, he would have finalized the train-
ing of his soldiers with 24 hours hanging 
over hell, to see its eternal torment. Then 
his soldiers would count no sacrifice too 
great, no cost too high to pay to go out 
into the world and reach the lost for 
Christ. 
Thanks, Devon, for being God's mes-
senger to me today—for renewing my 
vision, rejuvenating my spirit, and in-
creasing my enthusiasm and commit-




Who are the guilty? 
All the readers of the article by Angela 
Benedict in the June 25th Visitor will 
have to be grateful that she had the 
courage to confess her complicity in the 
child's death. How easily we generally 
convince ourselves of our own inno-
cence. As Christians we should be able 
to face our guilt, knowing the One who 
paid the price. 
Her question "Who are the guilty?" 
brings to mind the teaching of Jesus in a 
less awful sin, "Let him who is without 
sin cast the first stone." Or His descrip-
tion of how the good religious folk 
passed by and ignored the wounded 
man. (And how few readers know the 
original question which started the dia-
logue that Jesus concluded with the par-
able.) Perhaps the most responsibility 
must be borne by those pastors who 
distort the Gospel by creating a nonbib-
lical dichotomy between body and spirit, 
ignoring the abundant scripture pas-
sages which speak of God's command 
that we care for physical as well as spir-
itual need; or our commission to fight 
the principalities and powers rather than 
retreating to deal only with individuals 
whom we personally meet. It is hearten-
ing to see the Visitor giving us more in 
this area recently. 
Also among the guilty are those pedi-
atricians and social workers and editors 
who have not told people how the law 
provides immunity for witnesses. Any-
one can notify the authorities who have 
the power to investigate complaints with-
out revealing their source. One does not 
have to risk abuse from the child's abus-
ers or from his lawyer. In Ohio the sta-
tute reads, "Anyone (reporting suspect-
ed child abuse)... shall be immune from 
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any civil or criminal liability that might 
otherwise be incurred or imposed as a 
result of such actions." 
Perhaps the editor could show his 
repentance by running a story about 
how to report a case of suspected child 
abuse. If Visitor readers are familiar 
with the process they may make a con-
tact which could save a child's life. 
Karl Hess, M.D. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
A number of months ago, a contact 
was made with a social worker, inviting 
an article which would include the infor-
mation Dr. Hess mentions. However, 
such an article has not yet been written. 
Readers should consider the matter of 
child abuse (as well as abuse of spouses 
or the elderly) as a multi-part series, with 
Part Two yet to come. Your contribu-
tions are welcomed—the editor. 
Wish I'd been there 
During the past year I have traveled 
enough on Northwest Orient Airlines to 
qualify for a free round trip anywhere 
on their domestic routes. I had made 
reservations to attend most of General 
Conference. At the last moment, because 
of the press of family and unexpected 
professional responsibilities, I canceled 
the trip. 
Upon reading the Special Conference 
reporting issue (Aug. 25) of the Evangel-
ical Visitor, I now regret that decision. I 
wish I could have been there. The Vis-
itor did a good job of presenting a broad 
summary of activities. The use of the 
reports of eight different participants 
was an especially effective technique. I 
appreciated Paul Hostetler's "Behind 
the Scenes" report. 
One facet of my childhood which has 
meant a lot to me was the interesting 
variety of Brethren in Christ guests in 
bur home. How can a boy soon forget 
the evangelist who signed the guest book 
"Matthew 6:33" because he was more 
interested that we remember that text 
than that we remember his name? 
Another memorable guest was the one 
who wrote "Fixed David's toys." A dis-
advantage of our present location is that 
it is far from the Brethren in Christ 
travel pattern. Perhaps there should be a 
congregation in this town. 
David E. Byer, M.D. 
Rochester, Minn. 
Editorial 
With paint scraper in hand .. . 
One of my late summer projects has been painting the trim on our home. 
Really, it looked like the task would be "a piece of cake." After all, most of the 
exterior is brick, and in places the paint was peeling off in long strips, some even 
floating to the bushes below. A few passes with the paint scraper and I'll be 
ready for the brush. 
Or so I thought, until I tackled the first corner. True, in spots the paint was 
falling off in sheets. But more often the paint was just beginning to loosen and 
required a good dose of elbow grease. And in other places the paint at the 
moment was clinging tenaciously to the wood—but when I came back with 
primer in hand, it too had loosened and needed to be removed! 
Hours turned into days, and the days into weeks of evening and weekend 
work. What a waste of time, scraping off what the previous owner had worked 
so hard to put on! I dreaded climbing up the ladder, getting paint chips on my 
glasses and down my neck. But I knew that if I didn't get down to bare wood or 
solid paint, the fresh coat of white would also soon be "floating in the wind." 
Somewhere about midway through the scraping phase of the project (by this 
time I had lost all patience with such tedious, non-productive work), the 
thought occurred to me—this process is a bit like confession and repentance. 
Before the Lord can give us a coat of fresh paint, we have to be willing for some 
painful scraping away of deterioration and accumulated grime. Admittedly, the 
analogy is weak, but laboring away under the eaves, I was glad for any kind of a 
positive thought. And it tied in with the title of this issue's lead article. 
Repentance—a word we are quite prepared for the non-Christian to hear, 
but one we are slow to apply to ourselves. Acknowledging the need for 
repentance means admitting that we've done wrong. And our spiritual pride 
resists such humiliation. What will people think if I admit to such a blunder? 
I've been a Christian for all these years—how can I confess to wrongdoing? And 
so we try a psychological cover-up, seeking to convince ourselves that we really 
have no need for confession and repentance. 
Who of us, if we are really honest with ourselves, have not been tempted in 
this way? I've even wondered if persons in leadership positions may be uniquely 
tempted to try such rationalizations. But such a cover-up, though appearing to 
succeed for the moment, will in the long run deceive no one, certainly not the 
Lord, who seeks to bring forgiveness, healing and restoration. No, painful 
though it be, there is no better course to take than that of honestly admitting our 
error and then accepting God's forgiveness. 
I recall the candor of a Brethren in Christ administrator who was one of 
several church leaders attending a seminar on race relations held more than a 
decade ago at Messiah College's Philadelphia campus. During the sharing time 
at the close of the seminar, he quietly spoke of being confronted with his own 
participation in the sin of racism. "Listening to these black evangelical brothers 
tell of their experiences has made me see that I have been guilty of racism," he 
said. Making no excuses for the past, he asked the Lord's forgiveness and for 
help in changing his attitudes. My esteem for my brother rose considerably in 
light of his willingness to humble himself and admit the wrong he had discov-
ered in his life. 
Who can predict what might happen in our homes and in our congregations 
if each of us took seriously the words of the hymn by J. Edwin Orr, 
Search me, O God, and know my heart today; 
Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray. 
See if there be some wicked way in me; 
Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free. 
I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin; 
Fulfill Thy Word and make me pure within. 
Fill me with fire, where once I burned with shame; 
Grant my desire to magnify Thy name. 
Lord, scrape away! q 
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Reagan, New Right Disagree 
on U.S. as Chosen Nation 
President Reagan does not agree with the 
view of leaders of the religious right that the 
United States is a "chosen" nation in the 
sense that Israel was chosen as God's special 
people in Old Testament times. 
That assessment of the President's view 
came from Edwin Meese III, counselor to 
the President, in a Sept. 14 working lun-
cheon with 15 editors and writers from the 
religious press. Asked to explain what Rea-
gan meant in a Sept. 9 Kansas State Univer-
sity speech when he declared that America 
was "set apart" by God, Meese said the Pres-
ident was referring to his "sense of historical 
purpose" for the U.S., not to "theological 
perceptions per se." When a reporter pointed 
out that leaders of the religious right, includ-
ing Moral Majority founder and president 
Jerry Falwell, use such language to designate 
the U.S. as a successor people to Israel under 
a new covenant with God, Meese said Rea-
gan does not share that view. 
What the President means in such referen-
ces, Meese went on, is that when a nation has 
been blessed, it has a "corresponding respon-
sibility" to use its blessings for the common 
good. Thus, Meese explained, when Reagan 
refers to America as a nation "set apart," he 
is referring to the "potential," "possibilities" 
and "mission" of the country rather than to a 
narrow nationalistic theology. 
The editors and writers, meeting for the 
second time in recent weeks with Meese, 
heard the Cabinet-rank official declare that 
Reagan is committed to the so-called con-
servative "social issues" put on the back 
burner during the Administration's first year 
and a half in office because of the President's 
desire to focus on his economic program. 
Such issues, Meese said, deal with "Ameri-
can values" and include abortion, prayer in 
public schools, tuition tax credits and crime. 
Despite a steady stream of criticism from 
the new right that the White House has 
ignored such matters, Meese said Adminis-
tration officials have been working on them 
"literally since Jan. 20 of last year," the day 
Reagan was inaugurated as 40th president. 
All these issues "deal with moral, family and 
intellectual values" about which the Presi-
dent feels strongly, Meese said. 
In a surprise appearance before the group. 
Reagan focused his comments on the current 
battle in the U.S. Senate over tuition tax 
credits, reiterating his view that they should 
be passed as a matter of "fairness" to parents 
who pay local property taxes to support pub-
lic schools, but then must pay tuition to send 
their children to private schools. He also 
defended his plan against charges that tui-
tion tax credits will benefit the wealthy more 
than the poor and will encourage more 
"white flight" from public schools. Neither is 
the real issue separation of church and state, 
Reagan said, declaring that an "overwhelm-
ing majority" of parents choose private 
schools not because of religion but because 
of "the desire and the belief' that their chil-
dren will receive a better education there 
than in public schools. 
Congress Passes Tax Bill, 
Church Pension Plans Aided 
Congress has completed action which will 
increase the ability of churches and denomi-
nations to provide more adequate retirement 
plans for their ministers and lay employees. 
The noncontroversial changes in laws gov-
erning church pension plans were included in 
a controversial tax bill which will raise taxes 
by $98.3 billion over the next three fiscal 
years. The measure, pushed by President 
Reagan as a means of reducing anticipated 
federal deficits, passed the House of Repre-
sentatives 226-207 and the Senate 52-47 on 
August 19. 
Under the changes approved by Congress, 
participants in church pension plans will be 
able to increase tax-sheltered retirement con-
tributions in several ways. Ministers and 
other church employees who made inade-
quate or no contributions to pension pro-
grams during their early working years will 
be given the same option for overriding the 
normal annual contribution limit that cur-
rent law offers teachers, hospital workers 
and employees of home health services. 
The new act will treat all denominational 
employment as years of service with one 
employer. This change will benefit church 
employees because the annual limit on pen-
sion plan contributions is affected by the 
number of years in the present job. Also for 
most ministers and church employees whose 
adjusted gross income is $17,000 or less the 
new act will provide a minimum allowable 
contribution each year of $3,000. The tax-
deferred contribution cannot exceed the 
employee's compensation. The act also pro-
vides an additional election for church em-
ployees which allows an increase in the con-
tribution limit by up to $10,000 for any year 
but subject to a $40,000 lifetime cap. 
"Christian Consulates" Latest Move 
in Expanding Christian/Israel Ties 
Kansas City will become part of a growing 
expression of Christian support for Israel 
through the establishment of a Christian 
consulate connected to a network of Chris-
tian embassies in 33 countries. 
The network, according to Jim and Julia 
Chandler, who were in Kansas City recently 
as representatives of the embassies, will serve 
as a "vehicle for Christians to show their 
concern for Israel and their love for the Jew-
ish people." 
The Chandlers are on the staff of the 
International Christian Embassy in Jerusa-
lem. The U. S. Christian Embassy is in 
Montreat, N.C., and consulates are being set 
up in 17 locations across the country. 
Nathan Geesey, one of the organizers, said 
it is hoped that the newest center will be 
operating by September. Seminars already 
have been planned on why Christians should 
support Israel. "I feel that Christians have 
spiritual and biblical reasons for supporting 
Israel," he said. 
He said organizers of the consulate do not 
have an evangelistic purpose. "Our purpose 
is not to convert the Jews," he said. 
The International Christian Embassy open-
ed in 1980 in an apartment in Jerusalem. It 
now has a staff of 30 persons and occupies a 
building that formerly housed a foreign 
embassy. Mr. Chandler said one of the 
major functions of the Christian embassies is 
to pray for Israel. He said it also is important 
for Israel to have voices raised in its defense 
when public opinion turns against the 
country. 
Mrs. Chandler said she felt that the war in 
Lebanon was an answer to prayer. "We (at 
the Christian embassy in Jerusalem) had 
been praying for the liberation of Lebanon 
and for the annihilation of the PLO—not the 
Palestinians." 
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